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A Portrait of a Wise Man and Leader 
 

Introduction 
Col. 1:9-11 Paul prays for spiritual wisdom and knowledge 
 
 
A. A Wise One is Knowledgeable and Learned 
  

1.  A wise man knows the Lord   (2:5; 3:6) and fears Him (1:7) 
 

2.  His knowledge is from God (revealed)  
a.  Prov. 2:6 - For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

 
James 3:17 - But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of   

mercy, and good fruit, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 
 
b.  Jesus Christ  is the Wisdom of Proverbs (chapter 8) 

Isaiah 11:2 - And the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and  
understanding, the  spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the  
Lord. 
 

Matt. 13:54  - And coming to His home town He taught them in their synagogue, so that they  
become astonished, and said ‘Where did this man get this wisdom, and these miraculous  
powers? 

 
Col. 2:3 - In whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 
c.  The Lord grants wisdom to His people 
(1) James 1:5 - to those who ask humbly. 

(2)  Knowledge in Scripture denotes covenantal friendship with God; wisdom  denotes skill;  
especially the skill of  godly living (James 3:13-17). 
(3)  Wisdom is given by the Word of God and by the Spirit of God (Prov. 3:19; 8:30; 28:7-9; 

30:5; Jer. 8:8f; Acts 6:3 I Cot. 1:24, 30; 2:6-16; Col. 2:3; 3:16; 2 Tim. 3:15) 
 

3.  His knowledge grows out  of discipleship (2:1-5) 
(though term is not used in Proverbs, concept of discipleship is) 
 
a.  This implies conversion  

(1)  natural man rejects wisdom of God because he rejects God  
(Romans 1; I Corinthians 1:18-21) 
(2)  needs a change of heart to turn from evil  (Prov. 8:13 cp 9:10; 3:7) 
(3)  must turn from one’s cherished independence which seems right thing to do (14:12) 
(4)  must turn to the Light (9:4-6 cp. John 1) 
 

b.  This also implies devotion    
(1)  wisdom comes to the devotee, the lover or suitor of wisdom (2:10) 
8:34 - Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at my doorposts. 
(2)  True devotion will treasure wisdom more than anything 
(3)  Devoted to the end (9:9) 
(4)  Devotion is open to God’s commands and purposes  
 10:8 - The wise of heart will receive commands, but a babbling fool will be thrown down. 

 
  A truly wise person knows the Lord and has His thoughts. 
 



 

A Portrait of a Wise Man and Leader                                                                                                                                     D. Thomas Owsley    
 

2 

B. A Wise One Receives Instruction and Training 
 

1.  Training in wisdom is hard 
a.  Wisdom is for anyone who truly wants it from the heart. Even fools are invited to feast upon wisdom 

(Prov. 9:4, 16) 
b.  But wisdom is costly, and is reserved for the upright (2:7-9) 
c.  A wise person values truth and the Lord enough to pay the price of having it 
Prov. 23:23 - Buy truth and do not sell it, get wisdom, instruction and understanding. 
 

2.  Training in wisdom comes by instruction (1:2ff) 
 

3.  Training in wisdom comes by correction 
a.  Prov.  1:23 - Turn to my reproof, behold I will pour out my spirit on you 

 
b.  Prov. 3:11 -My son, do not reject the discipline of the Lord, or loathe His reproof. For whom the Lord  

loves He reproves, even as a father, the son in whom he delights. 
 

4.  Training in wisdom comes by chastening  
a.  Prov.19:25 -Strike a scoffer and the naïve may become shrewd, but reprove one who has  

understanding and he will gain knowledge. 
  (There is great value in the chastening of the Lord!) 
 
b.  Prov.23:13 cp. 3:11 

Are you chastened? 
 
  So, to be wise, you must look upon life as a place for training and instruction from the Lord! 
 
C. A Wise Man then, Has Understanding and Insight (1:22; 2:2) 

 
1.  He discerns between good and evil  
 Phil. 1:9-10  - And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all  

discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in  order to be sincere and 
blameless until the day of Christ. 

 
 Solomon: I Kgs 3:9 - So give Thy servant an understanding heart to judge Thy people to discern between  

good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Thine? 
 
 Supernatural discernment - thinking God’s thoughts 
   I Cor. 2:14 - But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are  

foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. 
 
2.  He has good sense 

Prov. 10:13 - On the lips of the discerning, wisdom is found, but a rod is for the back of him who lacks  
sense.  (Prov 6:32) 

  cp. Eph. 4:18 - darkened in their understanding 
 
 There is a certain rationality; an orderliness to his ways; he has sensible answers to situations and problems. 
 
3.  He has sound judgment (Prov. 3:21-22) 
 
4.  He trusts in God’s will for his life (Prov. 3:5)   
 Prov. 20:24- A man’s steps are ordained by the Lord. How then can man understand his own way? 
  Note:  He seeks the will of God and lives wisely, then trusts that the Lord is in control and will direct  

his path! (19:21) People seek the will of God for various things; but when Scripture speaks of 
knowing the will of God, it is in reference to the will of God revealed in His Word and 
putting that into practice! 
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D. A Wise One is Wise in His Dealings with Others 
 (1:3; 10:5; 12:8) 
 

1.  This often means “success” 
 Prov. 9:1-6, 12 
 Prov. 16:20 -He who gives attention to the word shall find good and blessed is he who trusts in the  

Lord. 
Prov. 8:18 -riches and honor are with me (wisdom), enduring wealth and righteousness! 

 
2.  He is righteous in his ways 
 Prov. 11:19 - The truly righteous man attains life, but he who pursues evil goes to his death. 
 (See also: 10:21; 12:18; 16:17; 21:21) 
 Hosea 14:9 - Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning let him know  

them. For the ways of the Lord are right, and the righteous will walk in them, but  
transgressors will stumble in them. 

 
3.  He is like Christ, the Servant of the Lord  
 (Isaiah 52:13)  
 Prov. 8:20 - I walk in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of justice. 
 I Cor. 2:14 - having the mind of Christ… 
 Christ taught that a holy one is to hunger and thirst after righteousness, which is religious and  practical  

aspects of righteousness that true righteousness embraces morality (one’s relation with others) and  
holiness (one’s relation with God). 

 
 

It is a kind of Pharisaism that celebrates loyalty and autonomy, rather than servanthood and 
community.  A leader who will not serve is not a leader. 
           Barna, Leaders on Leadership; p. 240 

 
 
E. A Wise Man Uses His Tongue Well  (he controls his speech) 
 (10:13, 31-32; 11:9, 12; 15:2, 7; 17:27; 18:4; 20:12) 
 
 
F. A Wise One is Shrewd and Discreet 
 Prov. 1:4b - to give prudence to the naive, to the youth knowledge and discretion.  
 Prov. 2:11 -  Discretion will guard you, understanding will watch over you. 
 

1.  He take the trouble to know his way about, and plan his course realistically 
Prov. 22:3 -  The prudent sees the evil and hides himself 
Prov. 14:15 - The naïve believes everything, but the prudent considers his steps. 

 
2.  He knows the ropes of life (1:1-7) 
 He becomes a skilled craftsman in the art of life. 

 
 3. The wise man is as wise as a serpent, but gentle as a dove (Matt. 10:16) 
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G. A Wise Man is Humble  
 (8:12-13; 26:12) 
 
 Prov. 3:7 - Do not be wise in your own eyes… 

Prov. 11:2 When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom. 
 
 1. He is like Jesus Christ … 
  Jesus the Man of sorrows and humility who did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but  

emptied himself taking the form of a bond-servant, being made in the likeness of men...humbling  himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death of the cross! 

  
  See also Prov. 8:12-13 and 26:12 
 
 2. James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. 

John Bunyan wrote in his Pilgrim’s Progress: 
 “He that is down needs fear no fall. He that is low, no price. He that is humble ever shall have God  
 To be his guide.” 

 
 

Former heavyweight boxer James (Quick) Tillis is a cowboy from Oklahoma who fought out of 
Chicago in the early 1980s. He still remembers his first day in the Windy City after his 
arrival from Tulsa.  “I got off the bus with two cardboard suitcases under my arms in 
downtown Chicago and topped in front of the Sears Tower.  I put my suitcases down and I 
looked up at the Tower and said to myself, ‘I’m going to conquer Chicago.’  When I looked 
down and the suitcases were gone. 

            Turning Point Daily Devotional 6/27/03 
 

 

H. A Wise Man Has an Honorable and Good Reputation 
 Prov.12:8 -   A man will be praised according to his insight… 
 Prov. 22:1 -   A good name is to be more desired than great riches 
 Acts 6:3 -   Deacons were selected by virtue of their good name, filled with the Spirit and of wisdom! 
 James 3:13 -   Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in  

the gentleness of wisdom. 
 
 
 


